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Marching Thru History Exposition an Educational Historical Tribute
1-2 OCTOBER 2011 :

The Redlands Company of the Commander-in-Chi ef 6 s Gu aninth appearatice in thehMaiching Thru
History Expostion, held on October 1-2, at the Prado Recreational Area in Chino. The event, organized by Executive
Director Jeff Sharp and staff, has grown to one of the largest time-line living history events west of the Mississippi River.
Originally held at Irvine Park in 1997-1998, the event was moved in 1999 to the Orange County Operations Center
grounds at Santa Anna.

With more participants vying for the limited space at the OC Ops Center each year, in 2003 the Event was moved to
the Prado Regional Parkin Chino. In 2004 there were 700 participants and 7,000 visitors attending the event. Enactors
of the fAAncient Worl do wExces for2@Dd theckvent has takeh pdace eaehiyear avithioiera t
one-thousand historical interpretive specialists representing many different aspects of world history - from Ancient Rome,
to Elizabethan England, to Colonial America and beyond. The timeline starts with the beginning of the civilized world
and marches its way through history to the current conflicts in the War on Terror.

The Sons of Liberty and Redlands members of CommanderinChi ef 6 s Guar d have been pa
2002. Unfortunately, the Sons of Liberty Color Guardisnowdi sbanded and did not field
Over the years, the Redlands Guard has acquired an array of equipment that provides a realistic, typical Revolutionary
War encampment. The Colonial presentation has been further enhanced by members or the Riverside Colonial Dancers
who, in addition to demonstrating and teaching dancing of the period, have an outstanding exhibit of Revolutionary
documents and other educational items of the period.

The American Regulars, joinedeachyearby t he Mo r g a n fesgagiRiie Britigh co@ingenpirastaggd
battles to demonstrate the weapons and tactics of the period. The performance is well received by the spectators. If you
want to join in and shoot your muskets (blanks of course) this is your opportunity! The event is usually scheduled the
first weekend of October each year. Uniformed and equipped members all SAR chapters are welcome to join in the
presentati on mthe Amériean Revwlltidni forfugti@er informatien email Will Langford at
wrflangford1@verizon.net or check out the MTH.org website.
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Assembling for the Pasdn-Review Parade
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/ Chapter News

The Redlands Chapter recorened from
the Summer Recess on Septembe?4 at our new venue,
Post 106 American Legion Hall. Thanks to Cols. Sam Irwin
and Al Rivers for arranging the event. The meeting was
attended by twelve members. Hopefully, more members
will be able to attend future meetings. The 11:30 AV
meeting rather than 8:30 AM should be more convenient
for members who drive some distance to Redlands.

4EA DPOI COAIi hO4EA "AOOI A T E
was presented by President Charlie Frye His use of
excellent graphics greatly enhanced thpresentation.

Notice: Compatriot Jim James hadh serious accidentz
falling from the steps at his DentistOffice. He suffered
major contusions, and a fractured jaw and Skull. He is at
Loma Linda Univ. Hospital inthe Intensive Care Ward.
Hold him in your prayers!

Committee Reports

Color Guard- Charlie Frye, Mel Harrell, and Will
Langford participated in a celebration ofConstitution Day,
September 17, held on the grounds of Smiley Library.
The crowd that attended the Eventvas entertained by the
Mountain Fife and Drum Corps,and student jazz band
made of students of Cope Middle school and other
student musicians.

Guard members: Charlie FryeTom Frye, Mel Harrell,
Richard Towne, Mark Guija,
and Will Langford took part in
OEA AT 1T OAITh O-A
( EOOT OUo AOGAT O
October 1&2 at the Prado
Recreational Park.

Boy Scouts z The SARGood

Citizenship Medal and
Certificate were awarded to

Eagle Scout Douglas Waters
of Troop 11. Cther requests

are being received for a

presentation of the SAR

Medal and Certificate. If you

would like to be a presenter

at an Eagle Scout Induction, call Shaw Price for

information.




Significant Dates and Events of the Revolution

September 11, 1776 A peace conference is held on Staten Island with British Admiral, Lord
Richard Howe, and American representatives including John Adams and Benjamin Franklin.
The conference fails as the American delegation rejects the demand that the colonies revoke the
Declaration of Independence.

Septemberl6, 1776 Following the evacuation of New York City, Washington's army
achieves a minor victory - repulsing a British attack during the Battle of Harlem Helghts in
upper Manhattan. Several days later, fire from an unknown source
engulfs New York City and destroys over 300 buildings. Each side
accuses the other of setting the conflagration.

September 22, 1776 Patriot Nathan Haleis caught spying on British
troops on Long Island and is hanged without trial. His final words
wer e, Al onlty oregrleitf é thavieo e

September 26, 1776 Congress appoints Thomas Jefferson, Ben Franklin and Silas Deane to
negotiate treaties with European governments. Franklin and Deane then travel to France seeking
financial and military aid.

October 11,1776 The A Ameri can Navyo on Lake Champ
Arnold, suffers a major defeat by a superior British fleet of 87 gunships. In the 7 hour Battle of
Valcour Baythe American flotilla of 83 makeshift gunships is severely crippled. The remaining

ships are destroyed in a second engagement two days later. Arnold and other survivors run

their battered ships aground, burn them, and move to Fort Ticonderoga.

October 28, 1776 After evacuating his main forces from Manhattan, Washington's army
suffers heavy casualties in the Battle of White Plains, New York from Gen. Howe's forces.
Washington then retreats westwardid oged by Gener al Cornwal | i ¢

November, 1776 The British score more victories as Fort Washington on Manhattan and its
precious stores of over 100 cannon, thousands of muskets and cartridges is captured by Gen.
Howe. The Americans also lose Fort Lee in New Jersey to Gen. Cornwallis. Washington's army
suffers 3000 casualties in the two defeats. Washington abandons the New York area and moves
his forces further westward toward the Delaware River, finally taking refuge at Morristown.



Admiral Arnold's Navy
The Battle of Lake Champlain at Valcour Island

When George Washington moved south after his defeat at the
New York campaign, he left the City of New York in the hands of the
British, and the opportunity for General William Howe to move north
and join with the forces of General Sir Guy Carleton and General
John Burgoyne, who were preparing to move down from Canada. If
they were successful in bringing their armies together they would cut
off the northern colonies from the southern. The southern colonies,
without support of the north, could then be conquered one by one.
Exactly what Washington sought to prevent.

There were only some 3500 American troops in place to prevent
the union of the British forces. Most were survivors of the disastrous
invasion attempt into Canada in 1775. Colonel Anthony Wayne said
of his Pennsylvanians, “they were destitute of almost every necessity
fit for a soldier.” Of his original command of two thousand, only
nine hundred remained alive, a majority of whom were sick and
otherwise unfit for duty. Even worse for this ragtag army, there was
a dispute over who was in command.

The Congress had named Major General Horatio Gates as the
commander of the Northern Army; however, Major General Philip
Schuyler, head of the Northern Department, insisted that he was
senior. Actually there was little to differentiate between the two
men. Schuyler, who was from an wealthy Dutch Patroon family,
was a skilled organizer and manager, but with no talent as a leader
of men. Gates, who had been described as a man with consummate
ambition with limited ability, was a former officer in the British
army with political connections. He would prove his incompetence
as a commander of men at the battles of Saratoga an Camden. With
backing of friends in the Congress, he would take command .

General Carleton had surmised that it was impossible to march
an army overland, through swampy and heavy forested territory to
reach his objective, Albany. He knew the path to the south was over
the water road of Lake Champlain. All through the summer of 1776
he had been building a fleet of ships to carry his army south to sweep
the Americans from the lake and the surrounding area. He had the
assistance of the British Navy to achieve his plan. They provided
skilled craftsmen to build the ships and seamen to man them. Curred
timber and stores were brought in from Quebec and Montreal.
Carleton sought to achieve superiority, building 24 gunboats with a
total of 80 cannon of various sizes. The flagship of his fleet was the
full rigged Inflexible, designed expressly for maneuvering on the
narrow and shallow lake.

Who among the Americans could lead the resistance to this
mighty armada? Certainly not Gates or Schuyler. There was only
one man who was bold enough, brave enough, and audacious
enough to undertake it — the hated Benedict Arnold, an 'admiral'
who had no fleet or the means to build one. Fortunately, the
hardworking Schuyler was able to provide materials, shipwrights,
tools of the trade, and some experienced seaman. Arnold not only
built his ships, but also designed them - crude, primitive flat
bottomed boats, in the design of ancient rowed galleys with sails,
crafted to operate on the shallow waters of the lake.

By September 1776 he had completed five row galleys
and eight smaller gondolas. Two schooners and a sloop
captured from the British rounded our his “fleet”.

Arnold sent out patrols to determine the size of the
force he would be opposing. From captured British
soldiers he learned that Carleton's fleet numbered 33
ships, including the 18 gun Inflexible, which alone could
blow his ships to matchwood. Arnold saw at once that he
would have to take a defensive stance and retreated down
the lake with his flotilla, seeking a natural bastion where
he could position his ships and possibly gain some
advantage against his adversary.

What he sought he found at Valcour Island, about half
way down the lake near present day Plattsburg. The
island was close to the shore with a half mile wide
channel separating it from the mainland. The northern
end of the channel was shallow
with rocky shoals that would
deny passage of ships. With his
rear protected from an
envelopment, Arnold positioned
his fleet in a line at the south end
of the channel.

Carleton's officers were
anxious to close with Arnold
before an early winter could end
their effort to control of the lake
and move against Fort
Ticonderoga, then to Albany,
New York. But until the
Inflexible was ready to sail o
Carleton would not move without his capital ship.

Finally at dawn, October 11, 1776, the largest
assembly of naval vessels to sail on Lake Champlain
moved down the Richelieu River and into the lake. The
Inflexible led the impressive armada consisting of
schooners, Maria and Carleton with 14 and 12 guns; the
huge raft-like Thunderer, armed with six 24 pounders, six
12 pounders, and two howitzers; a large gondola, Loyal
Convert, with seven guns; twenty gunboats with one gun
each; and twenty longboat tenders. Following behind
were hundreds of Indians in their large Birch Bark canoes.
And, there were 680 flat boats to carry an invasion force
of 7,000 soldiers that would follow several days later.

On the morning of October 11, 1776, the British Fleet
was spotted by the Americans. Arnold's men were
stunned by the size of the force. Col. Waterbury had
second thoughts about remaining holed up waiting for the
British attack. Waterbury suggested they move out of
their sheltered position to meet the enemy, and attempt to
run down the lake to the safety of Ticonderoga's guns.
Arnold dismissed the idea and prepared for battle.




By the time the British saw the Americans, the wind had
driven them south of the island. Carleton ordered his fleet to
turn about to engage the enemy. Arnold sent out two
schooners and galleys to engage the lesser British ships. By
11:00 am the lead element of the British force was in gun
range of Arnold's ships.

Things went badly for Arnold's fleet early on. The
Royal Savage, ran hard aground on rocks on the south end
of the island. The vessel was pounced upon by British
gunboatsand TV B
eventually set
afire and
exploded. The
loss of their
largest ship was
a severe blow to
the Americans. g
By 12:30 pm the
Americans were
fully engaged by
the British ’
group.

Arnold's ship, Congress, had taken a heavy beating, and
the row galley, Washington, had been hulled in several
places, her mast shot away and sails shredded. By 5:00 pm
the battle abated as the late autumn light faded. The
Americans took stock of their situation — over 60 killed or
wounded, the Congress, Washington, and gondola, New York
were severely damaged, the gondola, Philadelphia was
sinking fast, and the Royal Savage gone, still burning into
the late evening. Ammunition and shot were three-fourths
depleted.

Arnold realized that he could not withstand another
engagement with the superior British gunboats and devised
a plan for escape. They would row close to the shore, with
muffled oars, and lanterns out, around the British and
continue south to Crown Point. The gunboats went first,
then the galleys, with Congress and Washington covering
the rear.

Miraculously they slipped past the British without being
detected and headed south. When the morning wind lifted
the mist and fog at the mouth of the channel, the British
seamen were stunned to see that the waters of the channel
were empty of ships. Their prey had flown! Carleton
wasted no time in giving pursuit. Taking advantage of a
brisk north wind he soon closed on the limping and battered
American ships struggling to make progress. About 11: 00
am the Inflexible opened fire on the fleeing Americans.
Arnold ordered his helmsman to bring the Congress about
and signaled Washington to join him. Together Arnold and
Waterbury bravely held off the entire enemy fleet, buying
time for the other ships to escape.

The Washington was pounded so severely that Colonel
Waterbury was forced to strike his colors. The Congress
then received the full force of the British guns.

Surely one ship could not possibly survive such a hail of
shot, but Arnold fought on, roaring orders and limping along
the guns aiming and firing them. Then, as if by the hand of
Providence, a gap opened up in the British line and Arnold
made for it. With the wind now against them, the British were
not able to pursue the fleeing Americans.

Arnold and the remnants of his fleet rowed safely into
Buttonmold Bay, (now Arnold's Bay) ten miles from Crown
Point, where they beached their ships. They moved their
wounded, arms and ammunition to shore, then burned their
boats. After burying their dead, they shouldered their
wounded and struck off through the forest until they reached
a point across from Crown Point, where they joined with
some of the ships that had managed to [ & 3 b e
escape. There they crossed the lake to
the ruined fort, burned the buildings
that still remained, and made for Fort
Ticonderoga. When the exhausted men
finally staggered into the Fort they were
not warmly greeted as heroes - only as
survivors of a beaten fleet.

Not one of the southern states heard
of their gallantry against a superior foe. =~ :‘;’
Arnold was pilloried by those he had  1f .~
alienated as an incompetent blunderer ;
responsible for all of the northern
disasters. But he had delayed the
British enough that they would not be
able to launch an invasion south again
until the spring of 1777. While Arnold ,
suffered a tactical defeat, he had
achieved a great strategic one -
preventing the British from cutting the
colonies in two and gaining a year that
would see Spain and France join in an
alliance.

He had saved the Revolution!

A Stone Marker at Arnold's Bay
pays tribute to Arnold's exploits:

Near this Spot on the afternoon of October 13, 1776

in the first important naval engagement of the war for

independence BENEDICT ARNOLD after a battle in
which he had displayed great boldness, gallantry and
sagacity, ran ashore and burned the remnants of the

American squadron under his Command as the only
alternative to its surrender to a British fleet much stronger
than his own.

“HAS ANY FORCE, BIG OR SMALL, LIVED TO
BETTER PURPOSE OR DIED MORE GLORIOUSLY”
A.T. MAHAN

Ref: Benedict Arnold's Navy, James L. Nelson;
The Battle of Lake Champlain, James P. Millard

Reprint of an article that appeared in theOctober 2009 Issue of The Redlandssuardian.



Regi strar (
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Notable Quote

t he

il f Amer i albbw
Private Banks to control the issue of their
currency, first by inflation and then by
deflation, the Banks and Corporations
that will grow up around them will
deprive the people of all property until
their children will wake up homeless on
the continentt hei r f at her

Thomas Jefferson

Looking Ahead

Oct 22 Chapter Meeting@ Post 106

Nov 16 Directors Meeting 7:30PM

Novl9 Chapter Meeting - Election
of Officers for 2012

Dec 15 Directors Meeting 7:30PM
Dec 23 Christmas Gathering TBA
Jan 18 Directors Mtg. 7:30 PM

Jan 21 Chapter Mtg. 1130 AM
Installation of Officers TBA

Febl8 Chapter Meeting

Redlands SAR

PO Box 2783
Running Springs, CA
92382-2783




