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     The Newsletter of the Redlands Chapter Sons of the American Revolution 

 

History Day 2011 – Azusa Pacific University 

    Members of the Redlands and Riverside Chapter Color Guard participated in the Annual Los Angles 

County History Day held at the Azusa Pacific University.  The event brings the winners of history contest at 

high schools in the greater Los Angeles school district to Azusa, where they compete for top honors in 

essays, oration, and displays.  Following the judging, one hundred plus students descended on the 

Revolutionary War, Civil War, and Mormon Brigade encampments during the afternoon.    

 (Left)    This charming little girl from the Mormon 

Brigade camp plays her “fiddle” for General Washington   

(Roger Cooper).  She first demonstrated her talent on the 

Violin three years ago when she was six years old.  She is 

quite proficient with the instrument.     

       
       

      

 (Right)   After signing their enlistment forms, boys 

and girls moved to General Washington’s 

headquarters to have their Oath of Allegiance 

Document countersigned by the General.  

                                    
“Cap” Capshaw commands his Gun crew to prepare to fire 
the cannon.  Throughout the day, periodic blasts of the 
cannon echoed through the area, thrilling the audience; 
although it’s doubtful that the neighbors shared their 
enthusiasm! 
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          Chapter News   

        

                    
      Twenty members and guests attended the March 19

th
 meeting     

  at the University Club.  Following breakfast, President Frye called the     

 meeting to order.  He announced that the Redlands Chapter will be recognized at 

 the CASSAR Spring Meeting in Irvine for: Number of Life Members, New  

 Members, participation in CASSAR Programs such as:  Eagle Scout   

 Contest, Knight Essay Contest, JrROTC Outstanding Cadet Awards, and   

 Color Guard  Activities.  We must thank the various Chairmen of these 

 activities for their efforts in making those programs a success each year.     

      

     Committee Reports:        

                 

         Treasurer:    $1335 balance in our account. Anticipate receiving   

                    approximately $850 the Color Guard earned for their       

                                participation at the Azusa Pacific History Day event. 

      

                Registrar:    Seven Applications are being processed at the Chapter                      

                                           level.  One returned from State Registrar for additional    

                   documentation needed.        

      

     Color Guard:     The Guard will participate in the Memorial Day Ceremony  

                   at the Redlands’ Hillside Cemetery, May 30 at 9:00 AM.  

      

               Boy Scout:     Redlands Eagle Scout, Robert Morgan, was the winner of the 

State       State Eagle Scout contest and will be recognized at the Spring 

        CASSAR meeting.  He will advance to the National Contest.  

                      

                   

     Web Master:      Looking into opening a PayPal account to receive      

                                             donations to the Chapter.  The Newsletter is posted each   

         month as are activities past and future.    

                      

                                                                ROTC:      Received a response from 11 of the 20 units we support.  

        Some do not have funds to support an awards banquet    

                    this year. Contact Chairman, Sam Irwin if you can be a   

                    presenter to the Cadet who is nominated to receive the   

                                SAR award. It’s a pleasant “No Brainer”evening.  

      

                             Garage Sale: Still a work in progress.  Date and Place to be decided.   

   

                  

        

            President 

        Charles Frye                                    
12714 Hilltop Drive         
Redlands, CA 92374 
(909) 798-9526  

              1
st

 Vice President                         
Arthur Sam Irwin    
30535 Country Club Dr. 
Redlands, CA 92373    
909 794-3492   

       2
nd

 Vice President                  
Robert J. Lemley                
412 E. Palm Ave.             
Redlands, CA 92373  
  

Henry A.           Secretary              
Henry A. (Jim) James           
627 E. Palm Ave              
Redlands, CA 92374            
909 792-7227                                                   

      Treasurer              
Leland L. O’Donnell          
PO Box 2783, Running 
Springs, CA 92382-
2783                                
909 867- 7777 

egistra            Registrar                         
B. Daniel  Hall                       
603 Palo Alto Dr.            
Redlands, CA 92373             
909 798 – 1188 

      Genealogist                  
Shawn W.  Price                
1158 5 Butterfield St.         
Loma Linda, CA 92354       
909 796 - 4904   
        

                         Web Master                    
Charles R. Kiel                       
PO Box 162                    
Highland, CA 92346-
0162  

                        Newsletter                       
Will Langford                       
669 Center Crest Dr.        
Redlands, CA 92373             
909 792-8939  

 

Make your reservation for the April 16th meeting. 
There will be reports on the CASSAR Spring meeting 
and any awards and recognition received by the 
Redlands Chapter. Call Jim James 909 792-7227 or 
Leeland O’Donnell  909 867-7777. 
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  Significant Events of the Revolution in the month of March 

 

 

1751 - James Madison, 4th U.S. President, was born March 16, in Port Conway, 

Virginia, and raised at Montpelier, Virginia.  He played vital role in the formation of the 

new U.S. Constitution, as a primary author of the Federalist Papers.   

1765 - The Stamp Act is passed by the English Parliament. The tax is to offset the high costs of the British 

military defense of the American colonies. For the first time in the 150 year old history of the British colonies in 

America, the Colonials will pay tax not to their own local legislatures in America, but directly to England.  

1765 - Also in March, the Quartering Act requires colonists to secure housing for British troops and supply 

them with food.  

1766 - King George III signs a bill repealing the Stamp Act after much debate in the English Parliament.  

Benjamin Franklin appeared before the Parliament, arguing for repeal of the Act, warning of a possible 

revolution in the American colonies if the Stamp Act was enforced by the British military.  

1766 - On the same day the Stamp Act was repealed, the English Parliament passed the Declaratory Act, stating 

“the British government has total power to legislate any laws governing the American colonies in all cases 

whatsoever”.   In April, news of the repeal of the Stamp Act results in celebrations in the colonies and a 

relaxation of the boycott of imported English trade goods. 

1768 – Two regiments of British Infantry arrive at Boston to enforce the Townshend Acts. They would be 

followed by two additional regiments later that year.  

1769 - Merchants in Philadelphia join the boycott of British trade goods in response to the Townshend Acts.    

In May, a set of resolutions written by George Mason is presented by George Washington to the Virginia House 

of Burgesses. The Virginia Resolves oppose taxation without representation; and British plans to send 

American agitators to England for trial. Ten days later, the Royal governor of Virginia dissolves the House of 

Burgesses. However; in defiance its members meet the next day in the Raleigh Tavern in Williamsburg and 

agree to a boycott of British trade goods, luxury items, and importing slaves. 

1770 - The population of the American colonies reaches 2,210,000 persons.  

1770 – On the evening of March 5, the Boston Massacre occurs as a mob harasses British soldiers, provoking 

several to fire their muskets point-blank into the crowd, killing three and mortally wounding two others. After 

the incident the Royal Governor of Massachusetts, Thomas Hutchinson, at the insistence of Sam Adams 

withdraws British troops out of Boston to nearby harbor islands.  

                                                                                     

                  

http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/revgfx/madison.jpg
http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/revgfx/bost-mass2.jpg
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                   Significant Events of the Revolution in the Month of March 

 

1773 - The Virginia House of Burgesses appoints an eleven member committee of correspondence to 

communicate with the other colonies regarding common complaints against the British. Members of that 

committee include, Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry and Richard Henry Lee. Virginia is followed a few months 

later by New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut and South Carolina. 

1774 - Parliament passes the first of a series of Coercive Acts (called Intolerable Acts by Americans) in 

response to the rebellion in Massachusetts. The Boston Port Bill effectively shuts down all commercial shipping 

in and out of Boston harbor until Massachusetts pays the taxes owed on the 342 chests of tea dumped in the 

harbor during the “Boston Tea Party”, and also reimburses the near bankrupt East India Company for the loss of 

the tea. 

1776 - Captured British artillery from Fort Ticonderoga, recovered by Colonel Henry Knox, is placed on 

Dorchester Heights to enforce the siege against the British in Boston. The British, unable to counter the 

American fortifications, are forced to evacuate Boston and set sail for Halifax. George Washington then rushes 

to New York to set up defenses, anticipating the British plan to invade New York City.  “Evacuation Day” is 

celebrated each March 17th along with “St. Patrick’s Day” by Bostonians.   

1777 - Having been forced to move to several locations, the Continental Congress returns to Philadelphia from 

Baltimore following Washington's successes against the British in New Jersey.   

1778 - A Peace Commission is created by the British Parliament to negotiate with the Americans. The 

Commission then travels to Philadelphia where its offers granting all of the American demands, if independence 

from Britain is dropped.  The Congress rejects the Peace Commission’s offer.      

                               

1781 - The Articles of Confederation  were formally ratified by the 1
st
 Continental Congress.  Under the 

Provisions of the Articles, Congress is the sole governing body of the new American national government, 

consisting of the 13 original states. The Articles remained in effect throughout the Revolutionary War until the 

current U.S. Constitution was adopted 1789.  Shortcomings of the Articles: No Executive or Judicial branch; 

Congress could not tax to raise money; No draft authority.  Each State was responsible for providing men and 

material for their levy of soldiers. 

 1781 - Forces under Gen. Cornwallis suffer heavy losses in the Battle of Guilford Court house in North 

Carolina on March 15.  As a result, Cornwallis abandons plans to conquer the Carolinas and retreats to 

Wilmington with his remaining army of 7500 men - then begins a campaign to conquer Virginia.  

1782 – March 5.  The British Parliament empowers the King to negotiate peace with the United States.  

1782 - British Prime Minister, Lord North, resigns March 20.  He is succeeded two days later by Lord 

Rockingham who seeks immediate negotiations with the American peace commissioners.     

http://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/mar-articles-confed.htm
http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/index.html
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                 The Boston Massacre - March 5, 1770   

  The Boston Massacre of 1770 as presented in Ballotôs Pictoral Drawing

 Room Companion, based on Paul Revere’s Engraving. (See page 7)                  

 (Picture from: The American Revolution, A Picture Sourcebook, by John 

 Grafton)

   This contemporary Broadside    

gives an account of the Boston 

Massacre as well as other 

accusations of non-action by the 

Courts.          
   
     

   The deaths of five and six men wounded, who were part of a mob of 

hundreds, could hardly be described  as a “massacre”, but Samuel Adams and 

Dr. Joseph Warren were very effective at ensuring that the inflammatory 

words describing the event would appear in the  press.  Tensions were high in 

the City of Boston ever since the King sent two regiments of infantry to 

Boston in 1768, followed by two more lately in the year, to keep the peace, 

and enforce the Townshend Laws.                                            

 According to the Quartering Act of March, 1765, Colonial Authorities 

were responsible for providing housing and food for the British soldiers. 

However; when the first two regiments arrived in Boston in 1768, the Boston 

authorities refused to house or feed them. The commanders had to rent 

quarters and pay for their food.  The later arriving regiments received the 

same treatment.  Boston was literally an occupied town, with one soldier for 

every four Bostonians.                

 With such a large number of disgruntled Redcoats among the people 

of Boston, daily confrontations were common - with slurs and curses 

exchanged between the “Townies” and the “Lobster backs”.   Even with the 

removal of two regiments from the City in late 1769 and early 1770, it did 

little to lessen the hatred and tension between the two groups, and the bad 

blood between them was sure to be spilled.                            

  On the night of March 5, 1770, it was cold with a foot of snow and 

ice on the ground.  British Private, Hugh White was standing guard in the 

sentry box outside the Customs House, shivering and cursing his luck in 

pulling guard duty on such a foul night.  A group of young wig- maker 

apprentices approached Pvt. White and began taunting him.  One, Edward 

Garrick, told Pvt. White that his commander had cheated his employer by not 

paying for a wig.  Bristling at the insult against his commander, White struck 

the boy in the face with the butt of his musket causing the boy to cry out in 

pain.  In short order other youths began to come to Garrick’s aid and joined in 

cursing Pvt. White.   The commotion caused a crowd to gather- mostly harbor 

thugs who carried makeshift clubs, and dared the soldier to fire on them. 
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             Some of the more level-headed gentlemen of the 

City made their way to the ruckus to attempt to calm the 

crowd and persuade them to disperse and let the British 

Commanders deal with the private.  The crowd would 

have none of it.  They had their “prey” cornered to vent 

their anger and frustrations upon and were not going to 

let him go.  Some of the bolder men in the crowd moved 

to the front within inches of the muskets, taunting 

Private White all the more daring him to fire his weapon. 

After being struck by a club that was thrown, Pvt. White 

raised his musket and fired, but failed to hit anyone.  

This might have caused the crown to believe that the 

British muskets were loaded with powder only – just to 

frighten the people.       

 Captain Thomas Preston, who was the Officer-of-

the Day formed up a rescue squad of eight men – 

Corporal William Wemms, Privates Hugh Montgomery, 

Matthew Killroy, William Warren, William McCauley, 

John Carroll, and James Hartegan – and marched them 

to the Custom House. The moment that Capt. Preston 

and his rescue squad of arrived on the scene, the crowd 

went silent, at which time Capt. Preston told Pvt. White 

to fall in with the detail.  This infuriated the mob even 

more when they saw that Pvt. White was being taken 

away.  Unable to move back through the crowd, Capt. 

Preston formed his men in an arch in front of the 

Customs House, to await further reinforcement from the 

Guard House. Henry Knox rushed up to Capt. Preston 

and said “For God’s sake take care of your men, if they 

fire they will die”. Capt. Preston replied, “I am sensible 

to it”.                     

 Preston had summoned the Justice of the Peace to 

appear before the crowd and read the “Riot Act” but the 

crowd drove him away.  A club thrown from the crowd 

hit Pvt. Montgomery, knocking him down.  He got up in 

a rage and fired his musket, but did not hit anyone. Then 

Pvt. Killroy raised his musket and pointed it at Edward 

Langford and Samuel Gray.  Langford shouted, “Damn 

you, don’t fire”, but Killroy fired his musket and Gray 

fell dead, shot in his forehead. James Caldwell, died 

when hit with two musket balls in the back. Then, with a 

loud roar another musket fired - apparently double 

loaded - and two musket balls hit Crispus Attucks, a 

freed black man, in his chest, killing him instantly.  

More muskets were fired – one striking Robert Patterson 

in his wrist, and another fatally wounding Patrick Carr, 

an Irish immigrant. Samuel Maverick, a kegmaker’s 

apprentice, who was running to his home, was struck by 

a ricocheting ball that killed him instantly. The crowd 

fell silent, shocked at the carnage of their fallen 

townsmen. But when they pressed forward again, the 

soldiers pointed their reloaded muskets at the rioters, 

prepared to fire again.  Capt. Preston moved among 

them knocking up their muskets and ordering them not 

to fire.  Governor Hutchinson arrived on the scene and 

confronted Capt. Preston, demanding to know how he 

could fire without a civil magistrate’s authority!  Preston 

replied that he had to in order to save his sentry from 

abuse and injury by the mob. Hutchinson replied, “So 

you killed five men and wounded six in order to save 

your Private?” Captain Preston calmly suggested that   

Governor Hutchinson move to the Town House to speak 

to the crowd.  Hutchinson addressed the crowd, assuring 

them that the soldiers involved in this heinous act would 

be tried for murder.                                              

 Several witnesses interviewed by the Justice of the 

Peace testified that they heard Capt. Preston give the 

order to fire.  Preston was then arrested and jailed.  The 

next day, the eight soldiers who were involved in the 

“massacre” were also imprisoned.  Captain Preston and 

his men were indicted for murder, and after a 

considerable delay were brought to trial. They would be 

represented by two of the best legal minds in 

Massachusetts, John Adams and his cousin Josiah 

Quincy. Several citizens testified that Captain Preston 

and his men had acted in self defense. All were acquitted 

of the charges, except Privates Montgomery and Killroy, 

who were found guilty of Manslaughter. They were 

branded on their thumbs and dismissed from service.  

 The funeral for the men who were killed was held 

on March 8th.  Some 12,000 men and women marched 

behind the cortege.  Following the trial of the British 

soldiers, a period of relative peace developed between 

the citizens of Boston and the British army - having seen 

up close the carnage of rioting and insurrection.    

    The Boycott of British goods by the colonials had 

brought about the repeal of the hated Townshend Acts 

in April 1770, however; the King insisted that there 

should always be at least one Tax to preserve the 

prerogative to impose a tax on the colonies - which 

would be three pence per pound tax on Tea. Certainly 

he surmised that should be acceptable to the colonials.  

However; that levy would lead to the next major issue 

that would bring more conflict between the Crown and 

the people of Massachusetts.  

     References:  George Washingtonôs War, Robert Leckie: 

Simon & Schuster.  Patriots, A.J Langguth: Simon & Schuster 

The American Revolution, A Picture Sourcebook, John 

Grafton 

 

.   
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       This engraving by Paul Revere of the Boston Massacre of March 5, 1770, was an obvious piece if propaganda that was 

used to polarize the Citizens of Boston against the British occupation of Boston.  The soldiers are depicted firing on the 

raised sword command of their Officer against an assembly of peaceful and defenseless citizens. (Even the dog seems to be 

calm).   The scene downplays the actual event of a mob of rock throwing harbor toughs who came on the streets armed with 

clubs and other weapons.                                                        

      This print was actually copied by Revere from a more elaborate engraving by an artist named Henry Pelham. In a letter 

from Pelham to Revere he was bitter over the plagiarism by Revere.  The letter was found sometime later in London’s 

Public Record Office. 

Source: The American Revolution: A Picture Sourcebook, by John Grafton 
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627 E Palm Ave.                                       
Redlands, CA 92374     
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            Registrar Report 

 

Daniel Piedlow        Revising   App. 

Patrick Lyons     Preparing App.   

Nicholas Ewell     Completing App   

John Stillman     Completing App 

Zachary Tucker       Completing App 

John Davidson     Completing App 

John Flippin     Completing App  

 

            Notable Quote 

          

    Joseph Story 

“Republics are created by the virtue 
of public spirit, and intelligence of 
the citizens. They fall, when the wise 
are banished from the public 
councils, because they dare to be 
honest, and the profligate are 
rewarded, because they flatter the 
people, in order to betray them." --
Joseph Story, Commentaries on the 
Constitution, 1833 

Joseph Story (September 18, 1779 – 
September 10, 1845) was an American 
lawyer and jurist who served on the 
Supreme Court of the United States 

from 1811 to 1845. 

 

 

 

             Looking Ahead 

Apr 8-10    CASSAR Spring Meeting           
      at Irvine CA. 

Apr 13       Directors Meeting 

April 16    Chapter meeting, Univ.             
    Club at 8:30 

May 18      Directors Meeting 

May21        Chapter Meeting at              
      Univ. Club 8:30 

May 30       Memorial Day Hillside      
      Cemetery, 9:00 AM * 

Jun –Aug     Summer Recess 

 July 4
th

       Redlands’ Celebration *   

  Sept 14     Directors Meeting 

  Sept 17      Chapter Meeting 8:30  AM 

  Oct 1-2      Marching Thru History* 

 Oct 12        Directors Meeting  

 Oct 15        Chapter Meeting  8:30  AM 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawyer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_the_United_States
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b3/Joseph_Story.jpg

